
Inspection of Rainbow Day Nursery 
and Pre-School
St. Benet's Church Hall, Lupton Street, London NW5 2HY

Inspection date: 30 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are warmly welcomed into this nurturing nursery. Staff form strong 
attachments to their key children and get to know them well. Staff are good role 
models and guide and support children's play. They plan experiences following 
children's interests and know what their next steps in learning are. 

Staff support children's communication skills well. They engage in conversation and 
use vocabulary to extend children's knowledge and understanding of new concepts. 
The children are interested in dinosaurs, and staff nurture their curiosity and teach 
them the dinosaur names, what a herbivore eats and how many teeth they have. 

Staff are engaging storytellers and children are developing a love of reading. 
Children choose favourite stories and enjoy books in all areas of the environment to 
support their play and understanding. Children listen intently to stories read by 
parents about their cultures and can retell favourite stories they know well. As 
children recall the story of the 'Colour Monster', they remember what emotion is 
represented and create their own explosive colour 'potions'. 

Children are kind and respectful towards each other. They are aware of the 
boundaries in the nursery. Staff explain positive behaviour consistently and 
reference the golden rules throughout the day. Children are developing strategies 
to wait for their turn and use the timer to help them. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children have wonderful imaginations and positive attitudes towards their 
learning. They freely explore the environment and choose what they would like 
to do. They work cooperatively to build castles and towers, selecting their own 
bricks and sharing their ideas and plans. Children concentrate for long periods 
creating birthday cakes in the sand, patting, scooping, filling and emptying. 

n Staff foster children's independence and encourage them to do things for 
themselves. Children wash their hands and the resources they need at the low 
sinks, get their own coats for outdoor play and serve themselves lunch. 

n Children feel valued and show pride in their achievements. They clap and praise 
others when they succeed. They are becoming increasingly confident and 
particularly enjoy weekly music sessions with the 'music man'. They are 
motivated and full of energy. Children have the confidence to go up when they 
hear their name and perform their dance moves. They are learning vocabulary 
about music and listening to the sounds and music from different cultures.

n Children follow instructions well and listen to adults. The environment is calm, 
and most children are busy and engaged in play. However, staff do not always 
adapt the learning and routine effectively for the youngest children, and they 
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become distracted from learning and unable to follow the routine at some 
points. 

n Staff plan an ambitious curriculum. Using their spacious and exciting outdoor 
space, children can collect eggs from the chickens and enjoy stories around a 
real fire pit. There are many physical opportunities available. However, staff do 
not always plan or teach new physical skills effectively or give children enough 
opportunity to practise a range of skills. 

n Staff encourage children to have a healthy lifestyle. They try a variety of fruits 
and vegetables at snack time and enjoy growing and picking these in their own 
garden. They benefit from cooking experiences and hot, nutritious lunches. 

n Parents are so happy to have found this nurturing nursery and are particularly 
fond of the outdoor space and caring staff. They are pleased with the regular 
communication and feedback and how well their children settle when they start. 
They can notice the progress their children are making and know what staff are 
supporting them with. They enjoy being involved and being welcomed into the 
nursery for special events and reading stories. 

n Leaders and managers are reflective on the strengths of the nursery and what it 
needs to do to improve. They are ambitious in their plans and dedicated to 
ensuring children achieve the best outcomes. They support staff's knowledge 
and practice with regular supervisions and training. They prioritise parent 
partnerships and ensure a focus on supporting staff with their well-being and 
workload. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n continue to adapt the planning and routines for younger children so the 
experiences are appropriate and effective for all age groups

n plan even more opportunities for children to learn and practise gross motor skills 
and improve their overall physical development. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2696140

Local authority Camden

Inspection number 10368170

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 45

Name of registered person Little Garden Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519313

Telephone number 020 7485 3861

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Rainbow Day Nursery and Pre-School registered in 2022. It is one of the nurseries 
owned by Family First group and is located in the London Borough of Camden. The 
nursery is open each weekday from 8am to 6pm, all year round. The nursery 
employs five members of staff, of whom four hold relevant early years 
qualifications. The nursery offers the government funded places for childcare. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sara Vincent
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Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at nursery.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector and manager carried out joint observations of group activities.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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